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have no pernicious consequences ; that compared with other hypnotics it is 
well borne, and, on account of its slow absorption, more harmless, safer, 
and of more persistent action; that the desired sleep often sets in within a 
quarter of an hour without preliminary excitation from the remedy, and 
continues undiminished for seyeral hours ; that it has no cumulative action, 
and even on long-continued use no tolerance is established; that it agrees 
well with the patients and is taken without any repugnance ; and last, that 
it has no untoward or harmful by-effects or after-effects.— Merck’s Archives , 
1900, vol. ii., p. 394. 

Pyramidonand Antipyrine.— MM. Albert Robin and G. Bardet, under 
the heading of an aromatic remedy exciting organic changes, present 
an interesting comparison of these remedies. Noting the observation of 
Dujardin-Beaumete, made in 1889, that amide derivatives present notable 
antipyretic properties, while the methyl derivatives generally possess marked 
analgesic action, they believe that these drugs are examples of this law. 
First, pyramidon increases the proportion of urea to total nitrogen in the 
urine, while antipyrine diminishes it. In febrile diseases pyramidon regu¬ 
larly increases the coefficient of oxidation in place of diminishing it, and in 
diabetes it can considerably increase organic changes. For pain this remedy 
acts well not only in rheumatism but in neuralgias, and for this purpose is 
superior to antipyrine. In diabetes due to exaggeration of nutritive changes 
pyramidon can only act unfavorably, increasing the amount of sugar, while 
the effect of antipyrine is directly the opposite .—Les Nouveaux RerrMes, 1900, 
No. 15, p. 837. 

Heroin as an Analgesic.— Drs. Samuel Horton Brown and Erle 
Duncan Tompkins report on fifty instances of its use—for relief of pain, 
thirty-four; as a hypnotic, sixteen. In all but seven sleep was produced 
and pain relieved. The action of the drug began in fifteen minutes 
from the time of administration in twenty-five ; in twenty minutes in eigh¬ 
teen patients. The dose was one-twelfth of a grain of the hydrochlorate 
in thirty-four, and one-sixth in sixteen cases. In thirty the duration of the 
action of the drug was four, in thirteen from six to eight hours. Thirty-one 
administrations were hypodermatic, the remainder by mouth. Vomiting 
was absent in all but four instances, and as these were made before the 
patients had fully recovered from the effects of ether, it would be difficult 
to say which was the cause of the vomiting. Contraction of the pupils and 
subsequent constipation were absent .—Therapeutic Gazette, 1900, No. 8, p. 519. 

A New Method of Anaesthesia.— Dr. F. C. Floeckinger makes use of 
a 2 per cent, solution of nervanin by the Schleich infiltration method. He 
presents the following resume of his experiments: (1) Cocaine has a ten 

times greater toxic action than nervanin in the same doses. (2) Disturb¬ 
ances of the central nervous system and toxic symptoms did not occur. (3) 
Nervanin has anti-bacterial properties which are totally absent in cocaine, 
and which preclude the possibility of infection from the use of nervanin. 
(4) Analgesia follows more quickly and lasts longer with nervanin than with 
cocaine. (5) A nervanin habit is an impossibility. (6) The burning sensa- 
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tion felt after injection is attributable to a too rapid discharge of fluid. (7) 
The after-pain which always follows the hypodermatic use of cocaine cannot 
occur with nervanin when properly injected. About half an hour before 
all large operations a hypodermatic injection of one-eighth or one-fourth 
of a grain of morphine was made.— The American Therapist, 1900, vol. ix. 
p. 51. 

Treatment of Acute Alcoholism by Large Doses of Digitalis.— Dr. 

Henry P. Loomis has employed half-ounce doses of the tincture given 
every four hours for three days. If the patient became quiet and the de¬ 
lirium disappeared the remedy was stopped before the third dose. If not, 
auother series of three doses six hours apart was ordered. From observation 
of ten patients he concludes that the indiscriminate use of such doses is 
fraught with danger. They should be given only to the robust, those in 
early life, with no complications, and those with violent delirium. If after 
three doses no narcotic effect is produced the remedy should be stopped. 
The failures were in the chronic alcoholic subjects, in middle and advanced 
life, the anaemic, and in those with bad nutrition.— Journal of the American 
Medical Association, 1900, vol. xxxv. p. 337. 

A New Treatment for Sciatica.— Dott. Alexandro Ghette injects 
hypodermatically salophen dissolved in a sterilized alkaline solution. Two 
drachms of this solution should contain fifteen grains of the remedy. The 
injection is made every second day at the middle of a line drawn from the 
tuberosity of the ischium to the great trochanter.— Gazzetta degli Ospedali e 
delle Cliniche, 1900, No. 114, p. 1195. 

Urotropin. — Dr. Zaudy calls attention to the fact that this remedy is not 
only curative but prophylactic. An instance of complete paraplegia is cited 
in which bloody pus in large amounts was discharged from the urethra. No 
gonococci were found. In an effort to make the patient more comfortable 
he received seven grains in tablets thrice daily for the forty days preceding 
his death. After eight days the urine became entirely free from pus. The 
necropsy showed that although the complications were severe there existed 
but a slight cystitis and no vestige of pyelonephritis.— Deutsche medicinische 
Wochenschrift, 1900, No. 37, S. 589. 

Dott. Ganali reports that a patient who had suffered for three years 
from renal colic, whose urine contained albumin, pus, and many small 
granules of uric acid, received this remedy, and after ten days began to pass 
small uric acid calculi in the urine. The pains disappeared, and a month 
later he was cured. This patient apparently suffered from calculous pyelitis. 
—Gazzetta degli Ospedali e delle Cliniche, 1900, No. 99, p. 1040. 

The Treatment of Diabetes Insipidus by Amylene Hydrate.— Dr. Wil¬ 
helm Niessen reports three instances of the use of this remedy in dose of 
half a drachm, either at bedtime, or in two doses night and morning. The 
taste of the remedy is somewhat unpleasant, it often produces burning in 
the throat, and sometimes eructations. It is best administered in sweetened 
red wine or a glass of beer.— Therapeutische Monatshefte, 1900, Heft 8, S. 422. 



